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SB-132 AN ACT CONCERNING THE USE OF CONSUMER GRADE FIREWORKS 
 
Representative Horn, Senator Osten, Representative Paolillo, Senator Champagne, Representative Howard, 
and distinguished members of the Public Safety Committee.  My name is Roger Nelson and I am the Fire 
Marshal for the Bloomfield Center Fire District and currently sit on the Board of Directors for the Connecticut 
Fire Marshal’s Association. 
 
The Connecticut Fire Marshal’s Association opposes SB-132 AN ACT CONCERNING THE SALE AND USE OF 
CONSUMER GRADE FIREWORKS. 
 
The CFMA opposes this bill opposes this bill based on the potential of increased injuries to children, increase in 
number of calls to firefighters, fire marshals, police officers and EMS staff. 
 
Since 2008, injuries from fireworks have been on the increase.  In 2020, deaths from fireworks incidents rose 
50% and there were close to 16,000 injuries, about 33% jump from the previous year, for which people were 
treated at the ER.  Approximately 33% of injuries occur to individuals under the age of 15, some of which are 
innocent bystanders. 
 
In looking at our bordering states, MA allows no fireworks, while RI and NY allow sparkler products similar to 
current Connecticut law. 
 
Since 2015 in Connecticut, there have been approximately 100 structural related fire as a result of fireworks, 
causing thousands of dollars worth of damage, (2) fatalities and more than 50 related injuries.   
 
In 2020 there were triple the amount of fireworks calls, causing $300,000 in property loss, (8) reported 
injuries, including (2) children, one being an 18 month old infant who died as a result of a structure fire ignited 
by fireworks.  In addition (3) police officers were injured in Hartford when responding to a disturbance in 
which fireworks were thrown at them, including one which exploded on impact. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this issue. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 



 



 

NOT TO FORGET OUR VETERANS AND PET OWNERS 
 

 
Several Vets also expressed their thoughts. Melanie Molien, a Army Veteran who served from 1998-2006 
including in Operation Iraqi Freedom 2003-04, says “The shows don't bother me because it's expected. 
Random firecrackers on non holidays really trigger me. I get super anxious and paranoid until I know the 
source of the noise.” 

 



 


